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United States Department of State 
Bureau of Intelligence and Research 

Intelligence Research Report 

IRR-52- November 30, 1992 

Diplomatic Relations of the 
People's Republic of China 
and Taiwan 1 

Summary 

As of November 15, 1992, China recognized and maintained diplo- 
matic relations with 150 nations. 2 Since October 1991 China has ex- 
changed diplomatic recognition with Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Croatia, Georgia, Israel, Kazakhstan, South Korea, Kyrgyzstan, 
Moldova, Russia. Slovenia, Tajikistan. Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan. It has severed relations with Niger. 

Taiwan currently is recognized by 29 nations, the same number as 
in October 1991. Most of the countries recognizing Taiwan are in Cen- 
tral America and the Caribbean, although South Africa and The Holy 
See also recognize Taiwan. In 1992 Niger recognized Taiwan; the Cen- 
tral African Republic did so in 1 991 . Taiwan severed relations with 
South Korea in August 1992 when South Korea recognized China. 

* * * 

1 This report is an update of 1RR-35, "Diplomatic Relations of the People's 
Republic of China and Taiwan," October 29, 1 991 . 

2 China recognized the self-declared 'state" of Palestine and established diplo- 
matic relations with it on its declaration of "statehood" in November 1988. 
Th« ' IS does not recoqni?e the self-declared 'state" of Palestine. 

Chin 3 ann-un-ed in Airil ' P92 trvt it recognized nhe continuity of Yugoslavia." 
Th« US vitw it, that th J Sccialist Tedcral Republic of Yugoslavia has dissolved 
and none of the successor stales represents its role continuation. 
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A. Nations having diplomatic relations with China (150) (dates of recognition/establishment of relations in 
parentheses) 



Afghanistan (Jan. 1950/Jan. 1955) 

Albania (Nov. 1949/Nov. 1949) 

Algeria (Dec. 1958/July 1962) 3 

Angola (Jan. 1983/Jan. 1983) 

Antigua and Barbuda (Jan. 1983/Jan. 1983) 

Armenia (Dec. 1991/Apr. 1992) 4 
Argentina (Feb. 1972/Aug. 1972) 
Australia (Dec. 1972/Aug. 1973) 
Austria (May 1971/May 1971) 
Azerbaijan (Dec. 1991/Apr. 1992) 



Brunei (Sept. 1991 /Sept. 1991) 
Bulgaria (Oct 1949/Oct 1949) 
Burkina (Sept. 1973/Oct. 1973) 
Burma (Dec. 1949/June 1950) 
Burundi (Dec. 1963/Oct. 1971) 6 

Cambodia (July 1958/May 1970) 7 
Cameroon (Mar. 1971 /Mar. 1971) 
Canada (Oct 1970/Oct 1970) 
Cape Verde (Apr. 1976/Oct 1976) 
Chad (Nov. 1972/Mar. 1973) 



Bahrain (Apr. 1989/Apr. 1989) 
Bangladesh (Oct 1975/Jan. 1976) 
Barbados (May 1977/Apr. 1978) 
Belarus (Dec. 1991 /Jan. 1992) 
Belgium (Oct. 1971 /Apr. 1971) 

Benin (Nov. 1964/Dec. 1972) 5 
Bolivia (July 1985/July 1985) 
Botswana (Jan. 1975/Apr. 1975) 
Brazil (Aug. 1974/Dec. 1974) 



Chile (Dec. 1970/Jan. 1971) 
Colombia (Feb. 1980/June 1980) 
Comoros (Nov. 1975/Oct 1976) 
Congo (Feb. 1964/Feb. 1964) 

Cote d'lvoire (Mar. 1983/Mar. 1983) 

Croatia (Apr. 1992/May 1992) 
Cuba (Sept. 1960/Sept 1960) 
Cyprus (Jan. 1972/June 1972) 
C2echoslovakia(Oct. 1949/Oct. 1949) 



China recognized the Provisional Algerian Government in December 1958 and the Republic of Algeria in July 1962. 

China recognized the independence of the former Soviet republics in an official statement on December 25, 1991. 
{See also Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
and Uzbekistan. 

Formerly Dahomey. China recognized Dahomey in November 1964. Relations were severed in January 1966 and 
reestablished in December 1972. 

BurunJi was recc*jnii.ed .nitially .n December 1963. Relations werj suspends J in January 1965 and reestablished in 
October 19/1. 

China in December 1991 opened a mission in Phnom Penh accredited to the Supreme National Council. 
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Denmark (Jan. 1950/May 1950) 
Djibouti (Jen 197War, 1$80) 
Ecuador (Jin. 19HP'July 19b0) 
Egypt (May <956/Vt/ 1955) 
Equatorial Guinea (Oct. 1970/Dec. 1970) 



Japan (Sept. 1972/Sept. 1972) 
Jordan (Apr. 1977/June 1977) 
Kazakhstan (Dec. 1901/Jan. 1992) 
ken^a(De^. 1363/Ja.i. 1364) 
Kiribati (June 1980/June 1980) 



Estonia (Sept. 1991 /Sept. 1991) 
Ethiopia (Dec. 1970/Dec. 1970) 
Fiji (Nov. 1975/Apr. 1976) 
Finland (Jan. 1950/Oct. 1950) 
France (Jan. 1964/Jan. 1964) 

Gabon (Apr. 1974/June 1974) 
Gambia, The (Dec. 1974/Jan. 1975) 
Georgia (Dec. 1991 /June 1992) 
Germany (Oct. 1972/Oct. 1972) 8 
Ghana (July 1960/Feb. 1972) 9 

Greece (June 1972/Nov. 1972) 
Guinea (Oct. 1959/Oct. 1959) 
Guyana (Feb. 1972/June 1975) 
Hungary (Oct. 1949/Oct. 1949) 
Iceland (Dec. 1971/May 1972) 



Korea, North (Oct. 1949/Oct. 1949) 
Korea, South (Aug. 1992/Aug. 1 992) 
Kuwait (Mar. 1971/Oct. 1971) 
Kyrgyzstan (Dec. 1991 /Jan. 1992) 
Laos (June 1962/Sept. 1962) 

Lebanon (Nov. 1971/Nov. 1971) 
Ubya (Apr. 1978/Aug. 1978) 12 
Lithuania (Sept 1991/Sept. 1991) 
Luxembourg (Nov. 1972/Dec. 1973) 
Madagascar (Nov. 1972/Jan. 1973) 

Malaysia (Nov. 1971/May 1974) 
Maldives (Oct. 1972/Oct. 1972) 
Mali (Oct. 1960/OcL 1960) 
Malta (Jan. 1972/June 1972) 
Marshall Islands (Nov. 1990/Nov. 1990) 



India (Dec. 1949/Aug. 1950) 
Indonesia (Apr. 1950-Aug. 1990) 10 
Iran (Aug. 1971/Aug. 1971) 
Iraq (July 1958/Aug. 1958) 
Ireland (June 1979/Feb. 1980) 

Israel (Jan. 1992/Jan. 1992) 11 
Italy (Nov. 1970/Nov. 1970) 
Jamaica (Nov. 1972/Mar. 1973) 



Mauritania (July 1965/July 1965) 

Mauritius (Apr. 1968/May 1972) 

Mexico (Feb. 1972/May 1972) 

Micronesia, Federated States of 
(Aug. 1989/Aug. 1989) 

Moldova (Dec. 1991/Jan. 1992) 

Mongolia (Oct. 1949/Oct. 1949) 
Morocco (Oct. 1958/Nov. 1958) 



8 China exchanged recognition with the German Democratic Republic in October 1949 and with the Federal Republic 
of Germany in October 1972. 

9 Ghana was recognized in July 1960. Relations were suspended in November 1966 and resumed in February 1972. 

10 Diplomatic relations with Indonesia were established in April 1950 but were frozen in 1965. Relations were resumed 
in August 1990. 

11 IsmoI lecognized Chi.ia i.i January 1950 bu, was net realized b/ Cl.ina unt!! January 1992. 

12 Lit/,- uniLLclly arnoun:ed recognition c* r -hina r 19 7 1, hr! 'orn'al nhl'w? were not established until the repre- 
sentatives of Taiwan departed Tripoli in 1978. 
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Mozambique (June 1975/June 1975) 
Namibia (M-r. 1990/Yar. 1090) 
Nepal (Aug. 1955/. Vg. 1P55) 
Netherlands (Mar. 1050/Ncv. 19V) 
New Zealand (Dec. 1972/Mar. 1973) 
Nigeria (Feb. 1971 /Feb. 1971) 

Norway (Jan. 1 950/Oct. 1 954) 
Oman (Dec. 1978/Dec. 1978) 
Pakistan (Jan. 1950/May 1951) 
Papua New Guinea (Oct. 1976/Oct. 1980) 
Peru (Aug. 1971 /Nov. 1971) 
Philippines (June 1975/Sept. 1975) 

Poland (Oct. 1949/Oct. 1949) 
Portugal (Feb. 1979/May 1979) 
Qatar (July 1988/July 1988) 
Romania (Oct. 1949/Oct. 1949) 
Russia (Dec. 1991 /Dec. 1991) 
Rwanda (Nov. 1971/May 1972) 

San Marino (May 1971) 13 
Sao Tome and Principe (July 1975/Apr. 1976) 
Saudi Arabia (July 1990/July 1990) 
Senegal (Dec. 1971/May 1972) 

Seychelles (June 1976/Mar. 1977) 
Sierra Leone (July 1971/July 1971) 

Singapore (Oct. 1990/Oct. 1990) 
Slovenia (Apr. 1992/May 1992) 
Somalia (Dec. 1960/Dec. 1960) 
Spain (Mar. 1973/June 1973) 



Sri Lanka (Jan. 1950/Feb. 1957) 
Sudan 'Dec 195B/Dec. 1958) 
Surin^me (May 1976/uan. 1977) 
Sweoen (Jan. 1950/May ,950) 
Switzerland (Jan. 1 950/Sept. 1 950) 
Syria (Aug. 1956/Aug. 1956) 

Tajikistan (Dec. 1991 /Jan. 1992) 

Tanzania (Oct. 1964/Oct. 1964) 14 

Thailand (July 1975/Sept. 1975) 

Togo (Sept, 1972/Nov. 1972) 

Trinidad and Tobago (June 1974/Apr. 1975) 

Tunisia (Jan. 1964/Oct. 1971) 15 

Turkey (Aug. 1971/Aug. 1971) 

Turkmenistan (Dec. 1991 /Jan. 1992) 

Uganda (Oct. 1962/Oct. 1962) 

Ukraine (Dec. 1991/Jan. 1992) 

United Arab Emirates (Nov. 1984/Nov. 1984) 

United Kingdom (June 1950/June 1954) 

United States (Jan. 1979/Mar. 1979) 
Uruguay (Feb. 1988/Feb. 1988) 
Uzbekistan (Dec. 1991/Jan. 1992) 
Vanuatu (Mar. 1982/Mar. 1982) 16 
Venezuela (June 1974/Sept. 1974) 
Vietnam (Jan. 1950/Jan. 1950) 17 
Western Samoa (Nov, 1976/Nov. 1976) 
Yemen (Aug. 1956/Sept. 1956) 18 
Zaire (Nov. 1972/Jan. 1973) 
Zambia (Oct. 1964/Oct. 1964) 
Zimbabwe (Apr. 1980/June 1980) 



13 San Marino has only consular-level relations with China. 

14 China recognized Tanganyika in December 1961 , Zanzibar in January 1964, and Tanzania in October 1964. 

15 Relations with Tunisia were suspended in 1967 and reestablished in October 1971. 

16 Vanuatu and Taiwan signed a joint communique in September 1992 agreeing to recognize each other "officially," but 
they have not established diplomatic relations. Vanuatu and China continue to maintain diplomatic relations, 

17 Pric* ;o the Jj|; 197C torn. alien o' the Sc;iilist Pspublic of w ietnarr. Chri had fiparate relations with North Vietnam 
(January 1^*50} and the Piovisional Revolutionary Guveinmentof South Vietna.n (*jne 1969). 

18 Chi.u. esta^s! ed rfplomi.tic relatitns with the Yenrn ^-ab 9Tubl : c in Sirterb^r 1956 and with the People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen in January 1968. 
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B. Notes on special cases 

1. Bhutan nccgnhed Ch'na based on its UN voie in October ,17 1 to acn.it China and expel repre- 
sentatives 0* Ta-wan. Bhuan and China have r.o official rehtlcir, ho'veve-. 

2. Belize recognized China in February 1987 and maintained relations until October 1989, Follow- 
ing Belize's recognition of Taiwan in October 1989, China "severed" ties with Belize. 

3. Bosnia-Herzegovina has not (?) recognized China, but China announced on June 25, 1992, 
that it would "recognize the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina at an appropriate time." 

4. The Central African Republic, formerly the Central African Empire, recognized China in Sep- 
tember 1964. Relations were suspended in January 1966 and resumed in August 1 976. Following 
the CAR'S recognition of Taiwan in July 1991, China "suspended" relations with the CAR. 

5. Grenada recognized China in October 1985 and maintained relations until August 1989. Follow- 
ing Grenada's recognition of Taiwan in July 1989, China "severed" ties with Grenada. 

6. Guinea-Bissau recognized China in April 1974 and maintained relations until May 1990. Follow- 
ing Guinea-Bissau's recognition of Taiwan in May 1990, China "severed" ties with Guinea-Bissau. 

7. Latvia recognized China in September 1991 and maintained relations until February 1992. Fol- 
lowing Latvia's establishment of consular relations with Taiwan in January 1992, China withdrew its 
Embassy from Latvia lor the time being." 

8. Lesotho recognized China in April 1983 and maintained relations until April 1990. Following 
Lesotho's recognition of Taiwan in April 1990, China "severed" ties with Lesotho. 

9. Liberia recognized China in February 1977 and maintained relations until October 1989. Follow- 
ing Liberia's recognition of Taiwan in October 1 989, China "suspended" relations with Liberia. 

10. Nicaragua switched recognition from Taiwan to China in December 1985 and maintained rela- 
tions with China until November 1990. Following Nicaragua's resumption of relations with Taiwan in 
November 1990, China "suspended" ties with Nicaragua. 

1 1 . Niger recognized China in July 1 974 and maintained relations until July 1 992. Following 
Niger's recognition of Taiwan in July 1992, China suspended relations with Niger. 

C. Nations maintaining diplomatic relations with Taiwan (29) 

Bahamas, The EI Salvador 

Belize Grenada 

Central African Republic Guatemala 

Costa Rica 19 Guinea-Bissau 

Dominica Haiti 

Dominican Republic Holy See 

19 The oft«ciai Cninesa Xinhua Nawb *£,dncv .ias hac an o.'Sct ii. CosLa Kl. sine:) A,*il 1979. 
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Honduras Saint Kins and Nevis 

Lesotho Cairt -::cie 

Liberia Cairt Vincent *rd thr Grenadines 

Malawi Cole, -non Iclarj- 21 

Nauru South Africa 

Nicaragua Swaziland 

Niger Tonga 

Panama 20 Tuvalu 

Paraguay 



Prepared by INR/EAP, China Division 
647-2265 

Approved by Phyllis E. Oakley 
647-2402 



20 CMna'j x:.ihua Maw; A&jncy hes h..d t.i office in Panrma since May 1973. 

21 Taiwan upgraded its mission in the Solomon Islands from Consulate General to Embassy on September 16, 1985. 
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